
PTFA Meeting 

MINUTES

24/09/2024, 6:00pm - 7:30pm

Chair: Ms. Grover

Attendees: See separate tab

Agenda Item Who Deadline Completion

1. Welcome Ms. Grover welcomed all attendees to the first meeting of the school year

2. Headteacher's updates

Summer term events A very busy and successful summer term: trips, New Intake Day and Evening, Year 11 Prom, Year 12 

work experience, Chinese visitors, 50th birthday celebrations, Culture Day, whole school picnic, and 

sporting achievements. 
Autumn Term, so far Very good summer exam results, opening of T Block, various refurbishment works have taken 

place, Open Evening, IQM (we continue to be a centre of excellence), positive parental partnership.

3. Parents      

Mr Alavi Both sons are fine

Mrs Suresh Both daughters are very happy at the school

Mrs Jouahri What can be done about the lack of a football pitch?

Mrs Manderson: Our space is limited, but we do have use of the Drake Park for some PE activities

Can there be a new system of providing food tech ingredients? Maybe parents pay a fixed amount 

at the start of the year for essential ingredients?
Mrs Manderson: Parental contributions have not been forthcoming in the past. We will revisit this 

with the Head of Department.

HG with Head of DT/Food ASAP It would not be feasible to prepare and divide out that volume of ingredients into 

individual portions for each lesson. Also not all parents would or could pay the amount 

required, which could make it impossible for the school to afford the practicals. We have 

worked to make the recipes have good variety and interest for the students, whilst 

covering what is needed, but with the lowest cost we can. We do still give out some key 

ingredients/basics, and we provide things if students have forgotten something. We also 

will provide for students from low-income families who have requested support. We also 

provide some of the ingredients for KS4.

There is a lack of information and not many newsletters

Mrs Manderson: Our social media is very full of news and information. Otherwise, newsletters are 

published termly. It is emailed to all parents and  uploaded to the website.

Mr Emmanuel Daughter is fine. No issues.

Mrs Wong Son is happy to move into Year 12. Very happy with the masterclasses that were offered last year. 

Will there be more in Year 12?
Mrs Manderson: We will invite the Head of 6th Form to one of our future meetings. Masterclasses 

depend on Year Groups and subjects.

HG with Head of 6th ASAP Date to be confirmed 

Mrs Bartechevivi Concerns about last year's science teacher's absences.

Lateness - when is a child marked late?

Mrs Manderson: Late marks, even for one or two minutes, are entered, as per procedures. Parent advised to make appointment with Head of 

Year, as issues were particular to her child.

Mr Mohiuddin Is there any online tuition this year?

Mrs Manderson: There is no more funding for this. We need to prioritise how to spend the budget 

we have. However, we will investigate.



4. Year 7 parents

Mrs Mabunda Daughter is enjoying school. Would like to know if there are fund-raising events that families can 

join in with.

Mr Sharp: We have various fund-raising events throughout the year, mostly in the summer term. 

Student Council gets involved in organising many of them.

Mrs Kupczak Communication is an concern. 

Mr Sharp & Mrs Manderson  addressed the concerns and clarified the various forms of 

communication between school and parents.

What do students do in detention?

Mrs Manderson: Nothing. Detention is a sanction. Homework  must be done at home.

How do students catch-up on missed lessons when in Withdrawal?

Mrs Manderson: Students have access to a variety of resources, relevant to their learning.

Why is there a two-week half-term?

Mrs Manderson: The rationale was explained, in that we want to see reduced illness-caused 

absences from staff and students. Staff, students and parents were surveyed last year, and the 

overwhelming response was to have 2 weeks for the Autumn half-term. It is a trial and will be 

reviewed. Term dates can always be found on the website and in the Link Book.

Mrs Costa Daughter has made a promising start and is pleased with the transition to secondary school. Has 

received good support.

Mrs Doshi Have clubs started?

Mr Sharp: The clubs brochure is nearly ready to be published. It will be emailed to all parents and 

uploaded to the school website. Bromcom will soon allow for club pre-booking and for clubs 

attendance registers.

4. Bromcom issues/queries Mr Sharma: Will there be communication via the app? Receiving notifications would be helpful. 

Also, unable to see details of homework being set.

HG will share Bromcom concerns with relevant staff ASAP Shared with Mrs Hyde, who has been working on sorting out the teething problems 

mentioned below.
Mrs Jouahri: There is an issue with detention information

Mrs Doshi: Some inconsistencies in the issuing of homework

Mr Alavi: Some confusion as to how parents can login. It seems as if one can login by just 

requesting a password reset(?)

Mr Sharp: Multi-factor Authenticator app needs to be set up on students' smartphones, in order to 

access any school-based online material.

Mrs Manderson: We may ask children of PTFA parents to test out and help us investigate these 

inconsistencies.

5. Close of meeting Ms Grover thanked all who attended for their valuable time.




