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“Excellence is never an accident. It is 
always the result of high intention, 
sincere effort, and intelligent 
execution; it represents the wise 
choice of many alternatives – choice, 
not chance, determines your destiny.”
Aristotle



You are here 
in Key Stage 3

Where you 
are heading...



Year 10 
September 

2024

Everybody will study the Core:

• English (2 GCSEs)

• Maths (1 GCSE)

• Combined Science (2 GCSEs)

• Religious Studies (Full Course, 1 GCSE)

• PE (non-examined)

• PSHE (non-examined)



What you 
need to decide

Which of these subjects are you going to take into 
Year 10 and 11?

• All students will pick at least one subject out of History and 
Geography.

• If you currently study a language, you will continue it into 
next year.

• You have two further option choices, mostly from subjects 
you studied in Year 9 (with some new subjects).



How do you choose?





1) The EBacc:
• This is a suite of qualifications that is considered important 

for a broad range of GCSEs. It includes

• English, Maths, Science, a Language and a Humanity.

• You have already chosen your Language, but you will need to 
make a decision about whether to study History or 
Geography.



2) Preferences 
and progress:

• Are you making better progress in some subjects than 
others?

• What skills are you learning in your subjects that will be 
helpful in the future?

• Do you have a future career in mind?

• Which subjects are you enjoying?

• Do you like some of your subjects better than others?



3) Don’t use 
these reasons:

• It's getting difficult.
• (Embrace the challenge and be resilient.)

• There's a lot to learn and do.
• (This is the same in every subject.)

• My friends are dropping that subject.
• (Be your own person.)



Science

All students in Year 10 will study Combined 
Science: 2 GCSEs

• This is compulsory for everyone (10 hours a fortnight).

At the end of Year 10, students who are making good 
progress will automatically be transferred onto the 
Triple Science course: 3 GCSEs

• Separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.



Can I choose a 
new subject?

• Most of your subjects will be those you have studies 
before.

• There are three subjects that are new in Year 10 that 
were not available in Year 9. They are:
• Business Studies GCSE

• Health and Social Care BTEC Level 2

• Media Studies GCSE

• Sociology GCSE



So what are 
the full range 
of options?



What are the 
new subjects?



What are the 
new subjects?



What are the 
new subjects?



What are the 
new subjects?



Studying Busi
ness, Health 
and Social 

Care or 
Sociology

If you wish to study one of these subjects:

• You should find the teachers of these subjects to 
find out more before you decide.

• If you are sure that one of these subjects is for 
you, great, but you are only allowed to choose one.

• You should be making good progress in English and 
Maths.



Some Subjects 
provide Technical Awards.

• A practical approach to study
E.g. 75% Coursework, 25% Examination

• Rewarding effort

• Unit work

• Continually assessed

• GCSE equivalence



How are they 
graded and 
what do we 

offer?

• Pass = 4
• Merit = 5.5
• Distinction = 7
• Distinction* = 8.5

• Music BTEC
• Health & Social Care BTEC
• Sports (i.e. PE) BTEC



Why should you 
take qualifications

seriously?

• To give you a choice of jobs in

  the future

• To make sure you enjoy your

 working life

• To improve your earning power

• To show other people what you

 can do

• To show yourself what you can  

 do

• To prove to other people that

  you can learn



How do I let 
the school 

know which 
subjects I 
want to 

choose for 
Year 10/11?

• You should discuss at home your options choices with 
your parents and with your teachers at Parent 
Consultation Evening on Wednesday 21st February.

• You will be off timetable on Wednesday 28th February 
but will be invited in for a 15 minute meeting with your 
parent to discuss your choices.

• You will be set an online form to fill in on 28th February.

• The form will be due 1st March .

• It will be set as an assignment on SatchelOne.



Who can 
help me?

• Online career tools such as National Careers Service.

• Progress reviews and reports.

• Subject teachers.

• Family and Friends.

• They are all there to help you with your decision making.

• Make the most of them so that you choose options that 
work for you.



What's next?

• Weds 21st Feb - Year 9 Parent 
Consultation Evening.

• Weds 28th Feb – Options Interview 
Day and form released.

• Fri 1st Mar - Deadline for the Options 
assignment to be completed online.

• We will confirm whether your choices 
by email where successful, and will 
have follow up conversations with you 
where needed.

• You will start these options in your 
new timetable for Y10 and will 
continue them into Year 11.



“Excellence is never an accident. It is 
always the result of high intention, 
sincere effort, and intelligent 
execution; it represents the wise 
choice of many alternatives – choice, 
not chance, determines your destiny.”
Aristotle
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