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Autism in Schools Project Parent Carer/Survey 

This survey is part of the Autism in Schools Project funded by NHS England in partnership with the Autism Education Trust (AET) and the National Network of Parent Carer Forums (NNPCFP). The purpose of the project is to improve the experience of mainstream school for children who may be autistic.

The survey is for parents and carers of children attending schools participating in the project, and who may need extra help with a range of issues typically associated with Autism. 

Most questions can be left blank and all information you give will be combined with others’ data and presented in an anonymised format.

All information provided will be stored, used and accessed confidentially in accordance with Data Protection legislation. 

The survey is hosted by the National Network of Parent Carer Forums in partnership with local parent carer forums. Information will only be accessible to members of the Parent Carer Forum for your Borough, and the London Regional team of the National Network of Parent Carer Forums (NNPCF). 

A summary of the survey results may be shared with participating schools and project partners from NHS England, University College London, AET and NNCPF.  Your individual survey response will not be shared.
The NNPCF and your Parent Carer Forum, are independent parent/carer-led organisations that represent the lived experiences of children with special educational needs and disabilities and their families, to positively influence the policy and systems that affect their daily lives.  
If you would like to submit a response for more than one child attending a participating school, you can complete the survey again.







1) Which Borough does your child attend school in? (You must respond to this question)
· Barnet 
· Bexley
· Ealing
· Harrow
· Lewisham 
· Tower Hamlets 

2) Please indicate which school your child attends
· Archer Academy
· Birkbeck Primary School 
· Bonus Pastor Catholic
· Brookland Junior School 
· Dormers Well High School 
· Langdon Park 
· North Ealing Primary School
· Pinner Park 
· Rockcliffe Manor School 
· Rooks Heath 

3) Does your child have difficulties with any of the following:
· Sleep
· Sensitivity to textures, sounds and lights
· Restricted diet or other issues around eating and food
· Clothing and personal grooming
· Friendships and peer relationships
· Physical or verbal outbursts
· Anxiety or depression
· Finds it hard to attend school/attendance is low
· Understanding spoken or written language
· Focus and attention (struggles to concentrate or hyper focussed on one subject)
· Learning (struggling to keep up, racing ahead or a combination of the two)
· New activities, situations, people or unexpected changes
· Balance and coordination
· Handwriting or fine motor tasks (e.g. fastening buttons, sewing)
· Other difficulty (please tell us more about this if you can)

4) Does your child receive any extra support in school? 
· Yes 
· I don’t know whether they receive any extra support/what extra support my child receives
· I didn’t know they could receive extra help
· I don’t think they need any extra support
· No – I have asked for support but this hasn’t been provided



5) What extra support does your child need in school and what support is currently provided in school? (please tick as appropriate) 
	
	Needs this 
	Receives this 

	Exam arrangements (more time, someone to read questions/write answers)

	Yes 
No 
Not sure 
	Yes 
No 
Not sure

	Additional software (like a reading tool)

	Yes 
No 
Not sure
	Yes 
No 
Not sure

	Speech and Language therapy

	Yes 
No 
Not sure
	Yes 
No 
Not sure

	Occupational therapy (OT)
	Yes 
No 
Not sure
	Yes 
No 
Not sure

	Physiotherapy 
	Yes 
No 
Not sure
	Yes 
No 
Not sure

	Social skills groups (e.g. Social thinking, Lego therapy)
	Yes 
No 
Not sure
	Yes 
No 
Not sure

	Emotional or Mental Health support from school staff

	Yes 
No 
Not sure
	Yes 
No 
Not sure

	
Specialist Emotional or Mental Health support

	Yes 
No 
Not sure
	Yes 
No 
Not sure

	1:1, mentor or buddy

	Yes 
No 
Not sure
	Yes 
No 
Not sure

	Sensory and fidget toys

	Yes 
No 
Not sure
	Yes 
No 
Not sure

	Movement, sensory and other breaks from the classroom

	Yes 
No 
Not sure
	Yes 
No 
Not sure

	Reduced/amended timetable

	Yes 
No 
Not sure
	Yes 
No 
Not sure

	Remote learning (home or alternative provision)

	Yes 
No 
Not sure
	Yes 
No 
Not sure

	Reduced homework

	Yes 
No 
Not sure
	Yes 
No 
Not sure

	None 
	Yes 
No 
Not sure
	Yes 
No 
Not sure


Other – please tell us more about this if you can

6) Do you feel that you are well informed about your child’s well-being, progress and support while at school
· Yes
· No
· To some extent
· It varies
· I’m not sure
· Prefer not to say
· Other (Please explain) 



7) How often do you and your child’s school communicate about your child together? 
· Weekly or more
· Monthly 
· Once or twice a school term
· Once or twice a school year 
· Rarely 
· Never 

Any comments (optional) 



8) How often are you given the opportunity to participate in decisions regarding your child’s development and education? 
· Almost all the time
· Frequently
· Once in a while
· Never 


9) What is your child’s school doing well to support them? (we suggest up to 3 points)












10) What else could the school do to improve your child’s experience of school? (we suggest up to 3 points)











11) How well do you feel your school understands your child’s Autism and the ways in which it affects them? 
· Little or no understanding
· Not very well
· Reasonably well 
· Very well 
· Not sure/don’t know 

12) Please tick if the following apply to your child (tick all that apply) 
· My child has an EHCP
· My child receives SEN Support
· My child has a formal diagnosis of autism 
· My child is on a waiting list for an autism assessment
· My child has been refused an assessment
· I would like my child to be assessed/diagnosed but we haven’t been able to access this
· Prefer not to say
· Other (please explain)





13) Does your child have any other additional needs e.g. dyslexia, epilepsy) 

· No 
· Not sure
· Prefer not to say
· Yes (please give details) 



14) Overall, how much do you feel your child’s school captures parent/carer input? 
· Not at all 
· A little
· Quite a bit
· A great deal
· I’m not sure/don’t know 
· Prefer not to say


15) As part of this project, we hope to set up a parent forum within the school. If such a forum is established, how would you prefer to be communicated with?
· Direct messaging (e.g. text)
· Other digital platform (dojo, Parent Hub)
· Email 
· By telephone 
· By video call 
· In-person
· Other (please specify)







Thank you for completing our survey
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