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Head Teacher’s Message

This term has been eventful as we had a few days of teacher
industrial action. | hope that your children made the most of the
days and completed tasks set for them during this time if they
were not in school. As | always tell our examination students, the
Easter Holidays are not really a holiday but provide two weeks
of really valuable time which they can use to ensure they reach
. their potential in the upcoming examinations. We hope you will
Science Club support them to make the most of this time.
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Head Teacher's
comment

Paired Reading and Careers

fair Our Spring term Newsletter brings you updates on events which
have taken place across a number of year groups; Internation-
Trip to the Royal Institute al Women's Day, International Poetry Day and the Chinese New
year to name a few. Our students continue to champion us in
the local community in their paired reading with primary pupils
and the Mandarin Excellence Programme is going extremely
. ) well. It is a joy to see students going on trips and visiting speakers
[IeR(eR SRRl e WV MICIBINN iy school, ensuring that our statutory requirements such as PSHE
and careers are fulfilled and our student access the best across
Trip to China Town the curriculum.

Chinese New Year

Farewell to Mrs Das )
If you are a parent or carer, we would really like to hear your

voice. Please consider joining our PTFA or afttending one of my
Parent Surgeries. The dates are within this newsletter. Please im-
merse yourself in the articles which have been carefully select-

— ed to share Rooks Heath Life with you. | hope you enjoy reading
Year 9 Media Trip about them.

Leadership Workshop at
Watford FC

Year 8 Media Trips to Church

Important Dates

Production: The Lion The Witch and the Wardrobe
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Science Club

Year 7 Model Cells

BY MRS RAHMAN

The Year 7 Science students made some very impressive models
of cells recently.
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Paired Reading

By MRS LAMB

This half term, nine Year 8 students are tak- |&
ing part in a Paired Reading Programme |
with KS1 and KS2 children at Heathland
School. Already the students are showing
their ON-TRACK values. They have beenfg
enthusiastic and creative when talking with §
the children about their favourite book
characters or superheroes. The children at
Heathland School really appreciated the
time the Year 8s spent with them reading j}i!
and talking to them.

Hopefully, this Paired Reading Programme
will be successful and beneficial to all stu-
dents involved and will continue next year
with more students taking part.

On Wednesday 18" January we held a Careers Fair in school for all of our
students. This was the first time that we were able to hold the Fair on site
at the school since the pandemic. We had around 30 organisations exhib-
iting at the fair. In addition to various further and higher education institu-
tions, we had organisations representing hospitality, engineering, law, the
police, the NHS, and construction.

The Fair was organised in conjunction with the local MP, Gareth Thomas,
who also gave a speech to open
the fair.

The feedback that we’ve had } L
from our exhibitors has Iargely L
been positive, and we bellevev
that our students got a lot out i

of the day.

We'll be arranging further activ- 'Ef
ities relating to careers later in ?’2
the year, and we’re already =
looking forward to next year’s
Careers Fair. B
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Trip to the Royal Institute

It was such a pleasure to watch Rooks Heath
students become scientists for the day at the
L'Oréal Young Scientist cenfre at the Royal In-
stitution (RI) last week.

|55
The Rl is Home to famous Christmas lectures
started by Michael Faraday. It is a building
where the work of great scientists like Humph-
rey Davy and James Dewar, among others, led
to the discovery of ten chemical elements. It
has had an instrumental role in the advance-
ment of science.

Rooks Heath students took part in a colour
chemistry  workshop. The students  dis-_
cussed how colour arises through the removal |
of specific wavelengths of light and both addi- :
tive and subtractive colour mixing. The stu- &
dents then discovered how chemical bonding =
can lead to colour, and they produced both i;,
natural and synthetic dyes. The final part of the
workshop saw the students design their own
colourimeftry experiment to determine the un-

known concentration of a dye sample.

The whole experience has hopefully ignited a passion for scientific discovery and encouraged
curiosity-driven learning among our students. This is an example of how we promote STEM sub-
jects in the school. Just as in the best research laboratories, students had access to advanced
technology and experiments outside the remit of the normal school curriculum, making this @
school science trip to remember. The three scientists running the workshop commented on the
impeccable behaviour of the students and the 100% engagement of the students in all activities.
There was a buzz of excitement on the journey home with students discussing careers that they
had not considered before.
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Chinese New Year Assembly

Xin nian hao

1, What animal represents this

Chinese New Year 20232 .
By ﬁ' %‘
) Monkey %

'

%
S7 Rabbit Happy New Year

w Tiger
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Year 10 Trip to the London Aquarium

Year 11 Music |® == - FOX"BoOX.

; AN
Project : &:

BY MR PITCHFORTH m . oRimaveRa
: e, = TS

It's been a while since I've had the pleasure of working with students in the recording studio on a
big, student lead project, but the last few weeks with year 11 music students Ollie and Miguel has
been a lot of fun. The project was to produce an EPs worth of songs to promote their band and
they've done themselves proud. Both are very talented musicians and song writers with great
chemistry. They were so receptive to me explaining the intricacies of studio recording and took
on all the information | was throwing at them, to the point that halfway through my role became
standing at the back of the control room with a cup of tea and occasionally saying "more cow-
bell'. As the deadline loomed, they remained cool and unflappable and were even gracious
enough to let me thrash a few chords for them.

I'l let the music speak for itself... Primavera - Fox in a Box
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https://soundcloud.com/p_rimavera/sets/fox-in-a-box
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Farewell to Mrs Dastg

In February we bid farewell to our longstanding and exceptional
examinations officer Mrs Das. Mrs Das was with us at Rooks Heath
for 18 years. Mrs Das began as an invigilator and after two years
demonstrated how she would use her skills fo lead such an integral
part of school life and so has been best placed to lead her exams
and invigilation team over the years. Mrs Das has made so many -
friends here at Rooks Heath, and we will all miss her dearly in our
working days, but | think as many of us know, the friends we make
here are for life.

v/

The Globe Players perform An Inspector Calls

On the 7th February we welcomed The Globe Players back into our hall and watched a spell-
binding performance of the year 11 Literature text: 'An Inspector Calls'. Students were particular-
ly enthralled by the in the round performance style and asked an array of pertinent and percep-
tive questions which really demonstrated their engagement with the performance, undoubtedly
reaping beneficial feedback to further their understanding of the play. We hope to welcome
The Globe Players back again before too long to regale us with further performances of other
GCSE Literary texts. Thank you to all who were involved in the successful organisation and over-
seeing of the visit. Your input and support was greatly appreciated.
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Leadership Workshop at Watford FC to celebrate Inter-
national Woman's day

BY MRS LEONARD

On Tuesday 7t March a group of 12 Year 7 and 9 students were taken to Watford FC’s training ground for
a Leadership Workshop for International Women's Day. It was an amazing experience for them especially
seeing the facilities of a Premier League Football club. They were based in a full sized 4G football pitch in-
door dome with the First Team Players training in the pitch just outside.

The day consisted of several practical sessions, creative thinking and a Q&A session with 4 different women
associated with football.

-

=

This was a refereeing workshop where they had to come up with the roles, responsibilities and skills needed
to be a Football Referee. They were also given advice on how to become a referee and the different
pathways they can follow. The students got to practice their skills in a shooting, defending and tactical drill.
The coaches commented on their great teamwork and they helped each other out to understand some
of the more different aspects of the drills.

The students got to learn about media in sport. They looked at the different types of media and how it can
influence opinions. They also looked at the number of women that are represented in the media com-
pared to men and what the possible solutions are to make things more equal.

The day finished with a Q&A from a panel of women that have made a career in football in different ways.
The panellists were:

Kat Clifton Founder of She Can Play, a female-first coaching brand
Helen Ward Watford FC Player. She also plays for Wales

Charlotte Lynch Football Freestyler

Laura Dyer Watford Ladies FC Coach

COMMUNITY SPORTS
& EDUCATION

) TRUST

REGISTERED CHARITY NO: 1102239

i
o " " 9 - ~ A o) initie.
L ’&‘L Improving Lives, Enhancing communines
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Year 9 Media Trip to Sky Studios

Throughout March, two of the five Media classes set off to be budding reporters at Sky Studios in
Osterley. The students got a tour of the incredible campus, in which some of their favourite con-
tent is created.

They placed teamwork at the heart of their production, working in different studios to create a
news report on the negative effects of celebrity culture. Their resilience got them through the
pressures of a 1-hour turnaround in which they had to create this outstanding news report, which
they achieved. Their creativity was undeniable as the students took complete charge of their
script, framing and editing, in which |, Miss Mohammed, was made their personal assistant and
runner. They covered the effects of social media and celebrity culture on teenage mental
health, backed up with research and even interviews with Logan Paul, KSI and Kylie Jenner (The
Rooks Heath versions of course!). They tackled the subject both maturely and empathetically,
and with a clear point of view. But most importantly, above all, the kindness they showed to
each other and the workers at Sky Studios left the staff with a smile. The staff described the stu-
dents as a “dream”.

Fascinated by the enormous buildings, witnessing a live news broadcast, and learning that work-
ers even had a free cinema and gym on the worksite let to a great interest from our students. I'm
sure we will have some future Sky workers amongst our Rooks Heath students!

SUPER SUNDAY
sy B




Pastures New

BY MRS MANDERSON

We wish all the best to Mrs Navarange, one of our LSA’s at Rooks Heath

who is leaving for pastures new. Thank you for your time with us, you will be
missed!

(8
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Save the
Children

Christmas SAVE THE CHILDREN'S ~ ¥ m
Jumper Day 2022 - cHrisTMAS JUMPERDAY (7 e
%

CONGRATULATIONS

ROOKS HEATH SCHOOL

Save the Children has confirmed
that we raised £780.62 for Christmas

Thank you for pulling on your most Christmassy jumper and making it the best. Day. EVER!

Jumper Day 2022. A big thank you . g e
to everyone one who brought in a ”;;z{}‘ You've raised
donation and wore a Christmas £ 780.62
Jumperl!
Coach Christmas

DATES

17.04.23—Year 13 Mocks All Week
19.04.23—Year 9 Trip to Sky Academy Studios
25.04.23—Sixth Form Trip to the Lyceum Theatre
01.05.23—May Bank Holiday
08.01.23—Coronation Bank Holiday

15.05.23—Start of GCSE Exam Season

16.05.23 + 17.05.23—Year 9 Trip to Sky Academy
Studios

23.05.23—Year 7 Trip to the Living Rainforest
29.05.23 to 02.06.23 Half term
12.06.23 —Music Concert all week, Evenings

21.06.23—Year 12 Oracy and Presentation Skills
Workshop

23.06.23—Year 9 Trip to the British Museum
26.06.23 to 03.07.23—Year 10 Mocks
27.05.23 Year 9 Workshop with Natwest
29.06.23—Year 13 Boat Trip/Prom
04.07.23—Year 12 end of year assessments
04.07.23—Year 7/8 Celebration, Evening
10.07.23 to 14.07.23—Year 12 work experience
11.07.23—Summer Concert/Culture evening
12.07.23—Year 9/10 Celebration, Evening
17.08.23—KS5 GCSE Results day

DATES FOR PARENTS

26.04.23—Year 10 Parent Consultation,
Evening

03.05.23—PTFE in School 6pm
05.06.23—PTFE in school 6pm
20.06.23—New Year 7 Interviews

21.06.23—Year 12 UCAS Parent Infor-
mation, Evening

06.27.23—New year 12 parents infor-
mation, Evening

College Open Days

It is never too early to start researching your
career options. The local colleges have a
range of courses that offer many choices in-
cluding vocational options. The more research
you do, the more likely you are to make the
right choice for you. If you need any help
please email our Careers Coordinators on
c&t@rooksheath.harrow.sch.uk.

Harrow College Open days arrow
K COLLEGE
Uxbridge College Open days —

Rooks Heath Sixth Form Open days _
Stanmore College Open days ',
West London College Open days
West Herts College Open days
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https://rooksheath.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/RH-Staff/EYG6JylS8_BFlE_SZmPrjOYBv9qq7G90PCmkR4Qsqkrtgg?e=cSBeKk
mailto:careersandtrips@rooksheath.harrow.sch.uk
https://www.harrow.ac.uk/news-events/opendays
https://www.harrow.ac.uk/about-us/open-days.html
https://www.uxbridgecollege.ac.uk/news-events/open-days
https://www.uxbridge.ac.uk/college-information/open-days.html#:~:text=Uxbridge%20College%20held%20its%20first,Zoom%20and%20were%20subject%20specific
http://www.rooksheath.harrow.sch.uk/page/?title=Sixth+Form&pid=417
http://www.rooksheath.harrow.sch.uk/page/?title=Sixth+Form&pid=417
https://stanmore.ac.uk/open-event
https://www.wlc.ac.uk/events
https://www.westherts.ac.uk/whats-on/events/

