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Applying for university?
Grab their attention with your Personal Statement
How important is your UCAS Personal Statement?
Universities are very interested in your personal statement. This is your one chance to
stand out as an individual amongst thousands of other applicants with similar qualifications.
Fewer and fewer universities interview applicants so a good quality Personal Statement
matters. It could influence whether you are made an offer or not especially when
competition is fierce.
For vocational courses like teaching, medicine, dentistry, nursing, occupational therapy and
physiotherapy your personal statement is hugely important as many students will have similar
predicted grades so admissions tutors will expect you to give details of what sets you apart
from the other applicants, i.e. your relevant work experience.

What are Admission Tutors Looking For?
The Basics:






Evidence that you have chosen a suitable course
Relevant examples demonstrating personal qualities needed for university life
A well written statement - correct spelling, punctuation and grammar, good structure,
clearly written and to the point
A maximum of 4000 characters in 47 lines
At least 75% of your Personal Statement should be about academic interests,
motivation and strengths with 25% or less on the skills developed through extracurricular activities.

3 main questions:
1. Why do you want to study the course?
2. What have you done that makes you a suitable applicant for the course?
3. What else have you done that makes you an interesting and unique individual who will
contribute to the course and university community?

1. Why do you want to study the course?




Motivation, interest and enthusiasm for the subject
Evidence that you have researched the subject and understand what you are applying
for
Desire to take a particular subject you are studying now to a further depth
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Don’t just write down what you are studying now BUT do say why it is interesting and
what skills you have developed from it.
Link your current studies to your chosen course. For example “The practical
elements of the multimedia module have led me to experiment with games design
which is why I have chosen to specialise in this area”.



Inspirations stemming from what you have read, seen on TV, work or personal
experiences including work experience.
Future career plans.



Some Examples of Subject Specific Interests / Experiences / Strengths








History/Archaeology- Passion for the past; visits to places of historical interest
Economics/Politics – Awareness of political developments; interest in current affairs
Social work/Nursing/Medicine – Awareness of demands of the profession; work experience
English/Drama – What you read/watch and your views, likes and dislikes; theatre visits; favourite
authors/actors/directors; writing styles
Education/Teaching – Experiences; observations; government policies
Science/Geography – Topics that interest you and why; future careers; logical thinking.
Business Studies/Economics – Interest in how businesses work; current affairs; work experience; how
did the interest first start?

2. What have you done that makes you a suitable applicant for the course?
Strengths, Skills and Experiences that make you interesting and suitable
Explain what you have done (in lessons and relevant work experience) and what you have learnt
from it

Skills and qualities that admission tutors will be looking for:




Communication skills
Self-discipline
Organisational skills

Have I learnt to be organised and
developed self-discipline? (E.g.
meeting deadlines, coping with studies
as well as other commitments)
Do I enjoy
discussing issues
with other people?
How do I keep up
to date with
current affairs?





Teamwork
Problem solving
Motivation

What have I learnt
from earlier work
or personal
experience?

Think about…
What are my interests
and why am I interested
in them?

What skills have I
developed from my part
time job or voluntary
work?

Situations where
I have showed
that I am a good
team worker or
showed leadership
qualities

Examples of
dealing with a
variety of
different people
and different
situations
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3. What else have you done that makes you an interesting and unique individual
who will contribute to the course and university community?





How involvement in extra-curricular activities, special achievements or significant
responsibilities has helped you develop transferable skills.
Details of any work experience, job shadowing and employment (not directly relevant
to course choice) especially if you have been given special responsibilities.
Gap year plans (if relevant)
Any special circumstances that you want admission tutors to take into consideration (I
was feeling tired on the morning of my Biology exam is not suitable)

Step - by - Step
1. Make a list of points you’d like to include under headings: e.g. course choice, current
studies, about you (try to discuss with someone who knows you, to bounce ideas off).
2. Translate these ideas into sentences followed by paragraphs.
3. Redraft sentences /paragraphs until you are happy with the way it looks and flows.

Top tips
Your personal statement should be a reflective document, not a list of activities.
Well written – structure, grammar, relevant examples - express yourself clearly and to the
point.
Don’t be vague - be specific in all your statements and give examples when possible.
Avoid long complicated sentences - write in short sentences using positive action words from
the list on the next page.
Don’t repeat information which is available from other parts of the UCAS application -it’s a
waste of valuable space.
Avoid starting all sentences with ‘I’.
Ask friends and/or tutors to read the draft statement – they may remember things about
you that you should have included and have forgotten. You can improve on initial ideas.

Useful Sources of Information
Unifrog
UCAS website

http://www.ucas.com/how-it-all-works/undergraduate/filling-your-application/your-personal-statement

University Prospectuses (copies available in the study room, also online)
Information on course details and specific entry profile requirements.
Degree course offers by Brian Heap (available from Mr Wright – reference only)
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Course information and brief guidelines on what to include in personal statements

Making a start

 Now have a go at filling in the worksheets on the next few pages which have been
taken from the book “Writing an Effective UCAS Personal Statement” by Michael
Senior and Paul Mannix. This will give you a basic skeleton of what to write
 When you have done this try drafting your Personal Statement
 Draft your statement in Word so you can check your spelling and grammar! Use type
size 12, approx 45 lines of type will fill the space (4000 characters in 47 lines is the
maximum length you can submit to UCAS).
 Read the attached examples to give you a feel for what some people have written in
their Personal Statements
Don’t copy from any of the examples. Use your own sentences and ideas and make
your statement truly personal
Expect to draft your statement several times to make sure it is as effective as
possible

Key terms & positive words
Including the following phrases and words should help ensure that your Personal Statement
is easy to read, has well connected sentences and uses a variety of language.


IN ADDITION

"In addition to my work experience I have also gained valuable skills throughout my voluntary work."


AS WELL AS

"As well as my involvement in team games I am also keen in playing individually competitive sport."


REINFORCE

"My involvement in the school voluntary programme has reinforced my decision to study a degree in Nursing."


STRENGTHEN

"My decision to study a degree in Economics has been strengthened by my enjoyment and success in my A level
course."


FURTHERMORE

"Furthermore, I am particularly suited to a degree in Chemistry because of my love of the subject and my keen
interest to further my knowledge of the subject."
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BESIDES

"Besides my involvement with sports I am also involved in amateur dramatics."


NOT TO MENTION

"Being involved in the voluntary work programme not to mention my work experience has provided an
opportunity to work with a diverse range of people."


MORE RECENTLY

"Although I have taken part in classical music concerts, more recently I have decided to learn to play the
piano."


ENABLED ME

"The opportunity to play in the school football team enabled me to work as part of a team."


PROVIDED ME / OPPORTUNITY TO

"The work experience provided me with an opportunity to work with a range of people."
"The opportunity to work with people was provided by my work experience."


DEVELOP

“ Being a peer mentor at my school has helped develop my communication skills”


ENJOY / CONFIDENCE / PARTICIPATING / INVOLVED

“I enjoy being involved / participating in class debates; this has helped me to grow in confidence with
regard to public speaking”


ENHANCE

“By studying ------------ I would like to further enhance my interest and knowledge in this subject”


ENCOURAGE/INTEREST

“Positive feedback from a manager during my work experience has encouraged me to work in the financial/
science/business sector”


TEAMWORK / CONTRIBUTE

“Being a member of the band / team / charity has developed my teamwork skills. I greatly look forward to
contributing to university life by continuing with my musical/sporting/fundraising activities”


UNDERSTANDING

“My understanding of this subject has grown by reading / selecting a project on this topic”


AWARENESS
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“Visiting these countries has increased my awareness of the diversity of cultures around us”

(1) Writing about your choice of course

Writing about your choice of course is the most important
part of your statement so think of plenty of ideas.
State your reasons for your choice of course
Write out the reasons why you are applying for your chosen degree/HND. Some suggestions
have been made to help you get started.

Reason

Explanation

Enjoy the subject

State why

Enjoy particular aspects of the subject

State which aspects

Look forward to studying in greater depth

State specific interest

Work experience confirmed interest

How did work experience help?

Look forward to putting theory into practice

Anything in particular?

Possess the skills required for the course

Which Skills?

Post degree aim e.g. particular career in mind

Which career and why?

Any other reasons

Explanation

Any other reasons

Explanation
_______________________________
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(2) Writing about your subjects
Writing about the subjects you have studied during year 12 and are continuing
to year 13 will be the longest section of your statement. You need to think
about both subject content that you have enjoyed learning (try to relate this to
the degree you are applying for) and the skills that you have developed that would help you to
be successful at university.

For each of your subjects describe and explain the topics that you have particularly enjoyed
learning about. It is a good idea to relate these to the degree you are applying for.

Subject…

Subject…

Subject…

Write about the skills you have developed through studying your subjects which will help
you to be successful at university

Skills

How you developed them

Working independently
Computer literacy
Team work
Managing others
Working to deadlines
Diplomacy
Problem solving
Using initiative
_______________
_______________
_______________
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(3) Writing about your
school/college experiences

State the experience you have gained within school or college. Write out
your experiences and responsibilities in school or college.
Below are some suggestions that have been provided to help you get started.
Experience

What have you gained?

e.g. Form/Tutor Group
representative
Drama production

e.g. communication skills, trust, independence

Musical instruments
Musical concerts
Paired reading
Voluntary work
Helping staff
Prefect
Computer responsibilities
Charity work
Debating
Any other experiences?

9

(4) Writing about interests & work
experiences outside school/college

Identify and outline the key activities or work experiences which you
have gained in a non-educational environment
Some suggestions have been provided to help you get started. Consider each suggestion
and then add some of your own if they do not appear on the list below. In no more than a
sentence or two outline some specific details about the pursuits and then state why the
experience is relevant to your application

.

Suggested pursuits
e.g. Reading novels
Theatre
Dancing
Concerts
Music
Mechanics
Films
Cooking
Martial Arts
Cycling
Museums
Painting
Any other pursuits?

Part time work

Outline

Relevance

e.g. Science fiction e.g. Asimov
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

Enjoy a wide range of literature
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________

__________________________ ________________________
__________________________ ________________________
__________________________ ________________________
__________________________ ________________________
__________________________ ________________________
__________________________ ________________________
Describe main tasks, outline specific skills developed and extra
responsibilities you have been given
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5 Writing about sporting involvement

State the sports you are interested in playing
1. List your sports interest (not those you watch but those in which you take part)
2. Provide details about your involvement in the sport (e.g. success in competitions ,
training courses, tuition received, county standards, outside club membership,
sponsorships, position of responsibility e.g. team captain)
3. State what you have learned from being involved in your sporting areas i.e. acquired
abilities
1. Sports
e.g. Football
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2. Details
Midfield in 1st Eleven, won
county cup
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

3. Acquired abilities
Teamwork
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
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Writing an effective Personal Statement
The following Personal Statements are for your information and should help you get a grasp
of what other students have written. It is important that you realise that whilst they are
real they are not intended to be exemplars, i.e. they all contain errors and could be improved
in some ways. Please remember that a Personal Statement is a personalised document and
there is a lot of subjectivity involved in trying to differentiate between good and bad.
For two or three of the following personal statements, list the strengths and weaknesses
and suggest how it might be improved.

Statement number:
Strengths

Degree applied for:
Weaknesses





















How might it be improved?

Statement number:
Strengths

Degree applied for:
Weaknesses





















How might it be improved?

Statement number:
Strengths

Degree applied for:
Weaknesses





















How might it be improved?
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Example only - DO NOT COPY
Statement 1
Ever since I was young, I have been fascinated with the world of finance. I believe that money has a
key role to play in influencing our everyday decisions and thus the direction of our futures. Reading
for a degree in a university would offer me an excellent opportunity to further my learning in
Business Finance and Accounts in a more challenging environment.
In the business world, finance speculation plays an integral part in any business decision for the
growth of the organisation. It would give me great interest and satisfaction to help businesses in
making right financial decision. I enjoy working as part of a team as it requires flexibility and a
willingness to contribute toward a common goal.
In order to broaden my financial understanding I watch the News and current affairs programmes,
like ‘Panorama and watchdog’. I also try and read the financial pages of the well-known broadsheets
newspaper such as The Guardian and Financial Times.
In my spare time, I like to participate in a variety of activities both social and physical. Socially I
have helped with the Christmas party for OAP’s and with the sports day at the local special needs
school. I also enjoy playing a variety of sports including: tennis and badminton. At home I use the PC
for the presentation of coursework and for research on the internet. I enjoy listening to music and
reading novels, both fiction and non-fiction.
I have travelled to various foreign countries including Germany, France, India and America and I am
fascinated by different cultures and lifestyles. In particular I was taken aback by India because of
the great variety evident in almost everything.
I am currently doing my A Levels in Sociology, Psychology and Information Communication
Technology. I have gained many skills from each subject such as, learning how to apply different
strategies and approaches to understanding problems, and from identifying practical steps to
implementing a solution. I have learnt the ability to apply investigation and social statistics, as well as
the ability to apply sociology principles to help that in need. I will be retaking some of my AS exams
in January to improve my mark, as I have learnt from the mistakes that I had made in June.
I now have a part time job in a well-known supermarket which involves interacting with the public on
a daily basis and taking responsibility for money. This has given me the skills in customer relations
and helped me to be very accurate with exchange of money whether it is with debit/credit card or
cash. Being part of a big organisation has given me confidence in working as part of a team as it
allows me to make meaningful contributes from time to time. I worked in retail for over a year in
customer services and learnt to be patient and a good listener and be helpful to staff.
I look forward to building on my existing understanding business and finance. I have gained a
significant amount of knowledge which has prepared me for higher education and my chosen degree
in business finance and accounting. I believe that I have the necessary determination and attitude to
succeed at university and feel very positive about my chosen degree.
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Example only - DO NOT COPY
Statement 2
My interest in the medical field began at an early age. My cousin with whom I grew up suffered from
hearing loss and so I became aware of the difficulty people with hearing loss face. She became
increasingly withdrawn from society and blamed herself for this. Not only her, most of the people
who are disabled or have long-term illnesses are socially withdrawn from normal people, so their lives
become difficult and isolated. I felt a need to constantly boost her confidence which I thought was a
crucial part of her treatment. The idea of offering her aid on a professional level was increasing and
I realised what I desired to achieve in the future. Being interested in people’s health and being
interested to provide a service to members of the public led me to do apply for courses in the
medical field.
Coming to England I decided to take my ambition further and I chose to study science and Maths
because I have an interest in these subjects and I knew I wanted to work in a medical area. I
managed to pass my GCSEs in a one year period and l am currently studying AVCE Science and A-level
Mathematics. In the science subjects not only have I developed my intellectual skills but also I have
learned to work as part of a team in a safe environment. I can collect, analyse and draw conclusions
from data, whilst keeping an open mind. It helped me to gain observation skills and to take accurate
notes. In Mathematics also I have learned to analyse and solve problems as well as to be accurate.
From December 2001 to July 2002 I was actively involved in the Red Cross. Here we raised money to
make a better living for those whom were less off than we were. We looked after people who suffer
from different diseases and were withdrawn from society, especially the people who were suffering
from HIV/AIDS. This was achieved by holding public talks and activities as well as volunteering to
work in orphanages and hospitals. Apart from helping out with the catering, I particularly enjoyed
communicating with the homeless and orphans who were mainly children. It gave me time to reflect
upon life and appreciate what I had even more.
I have also been working as a waitress at the Orchid Flower restaurant in South Croydon for a year
and half. Being able to work here under pressure, have patience and a positive attitude at all times
are the main qualities have learned. Furthermore it has allowed me to socialise with people of all
cultures and religions. Occasionally I baby-sit, which provides me with great responsibility and keeps
me well organised.
During my free time I pay a great interest in reading and having discussions about different topics. I
am a great fan of Danielle Steel, Agatha Christie and Shakespeare. I have read many of their books
in my native language. In school I took a part in the drama club which allowed me to express myself in
various ways and also I was a part of sport groups which helped me to be active and healthy.
Currently I am planning to join the peer mentoring group at my local College this year. This will give
me the opportunity to comfort and give the most effective advice to those students who are in need
of it. Besides this I am a member of the health and fitness club as I find keeping fit is an important
matter to achieve success in the long run and I am enjoying doing aerobics. In addition to these, I
have a plan to start Yoga, which will help with concentration and relaxation.
I am sure I will make full use of the opportunities offered to me at University.
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Example only - DO NOT COPY
Statement 3
It is impossible for a man to learn what he thinks he already knows.’
The Greek philosopher Epicietus.
When I read this statement a feeling of aspiration, enthusiasm and the desire to go out, learn and
succeed comes over me. This statement reminds me that in reality, I have very little knowledge and
experience of life. Going to university will help me to attain this.
Ever since I was young, I took a keen interest in money. I used to love playing board games such as
Monopoly. The way money is accumulated, distributed, gained and lost were things that fascinated
me. The way income has such a profound effect on individuals, groups, societies and even nations, is
something I would be keen on learning about. This is the main reason I have chosen to do a degree in
Economics. I have chosen this so that it may fulfil my ultimate desire of wanting to become an
accountant.
I have gained an excellent foundation into economics through the economics I am studying at the
moment. I have developed many skills in this subject, such as problem solving, writing essays and
reports and oral presentation among many. I have enjoyed learning about production, distribution of
wealth, macro and micro economics and mostly I have enjoyed learning about the various economic
theories and solutions to problems that occur around the world. The mental challenges I face in
mathematics and the effort and understanding I have to put in, in order to do well in the subject, is
an asset which I have come to master. I intend on improving this and further develop it at university.
The mathematical knowledge I have gained will aid my degree work and will also be a very useful
asset as an accountant. The analytical skills required to do Government and Politics which I have
acquired, are skills in which I will use in all aspects of my life.
I do not come from the most common background. I came to this country in 1993, after the outbreak
of civil war in my home country. I am the only male in my household which consists of six. Due to my
cultural background and being the only male, a lot of responsibility has been put on my shoulders.
This responsibility has made me a mature individual with a more focused edge.
In the present political climate, as a young British Muslim and also as the President of my local
Religious Society, I feel it necessary to help others understand my Religion of Islam and try and
clear up all the misconceptions surrounding this beautiful Faith. In order to do this I have engaged
myself in voluntary work. I have organised lectures, dinners, weekly circles, information desks and
even debates. Last year we organised an Evolution debate, two hundred plus students, teachers and
guests attended. After all our events, the Society receives very positive feedback from all the
attendees. Being the President of this Society has developed me as an individual in many ways; it has
built my organisation skills, multi-tasking ability and most evidently, it has boosted my confidence
level. Also, it has developed my people skills and has helped me learn how to be part of a group.
Outside of college I have involved myself in organising events and presenting a drive-time community
radio show which is aired out live for two hours. This has also helped me in raising my confidence and
presentation skills.
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Statement 4
I am applying for a fashion degree course because ever since I can remember I have loved fashion
and would really enjoy studying in an area that best suits my fashion interest. On my current Art and
Design Foundation Diploma I don’t just study fashion as one of my three specialisms, it’s a way of
life. I enjoy every element of fashion from designing the outfits themselves to researching
inspirational designers, such as Vivienne Westwood. I really believe I have the skills required for the
course and I have the ambition and drive to be successful in the competitive world of the fashion
industry, but a degree would enable me with the necessary skills to achieve that.
I would really love the environment that a fashion course would offer, people like me who are
passionate about fashion.
My favourite designers have to be Richie Rich and Traver Rains (Heatherette) who are an L.A based
duo; their designs are eclectic and bold, yet feminine they have created a lifestyle brand that truly
cultivates a pop star in everyone. They have gone from a downtown brand to respected players in the
fashion industry and that’s what I love about them; they are driven by their dreams.
Rachel Zoc is definitely my favourite stylist of the moment she is a self-proclaimed fashion junkie
arid has redefined the style of L.A it girls such as Nicole Richie and Lindsay Lohan to name but a
few. Her style is ‘effortless chic’ mixed with 1970s sex appeal. She favours skinny jeans, cropped
Chanel jackets and Gucci heals infused with bohemian chic.
On my current course I have interpreted fashion into all my specialisms; fashion, graphics and
textiles and printmaking. For Graphics I am creating a range of re-invented perfume adverts that
are directed for the pages of a high fashion magazine. I really enjoyed creating them because it
gave me the chance to create something that I would like to see in a fashion magazine and also
something I would ultimately buy.
I am also incorporating my knowledge off fashion to create patterns in Printmaking and Textiles
which will be finished in a handmade book.
In my Fashion specialism I am looking at revival through the years and how women’s dress sense has
evolved and shaped the way we dress today. For my final piece for that particular unit I will be
customizing a mini jean skirt in the style of 80s punk.
Through the weekly drawing lessons I am gaining confidence and improving on my still life and life
drawings. Also I have improved my skills with mixed media, composition and self-expression.
My part-time job as a sales advisor in Ladies wears at Marks & Spencer is helping me to understand
about the commercial side of fashion and advertising. I can work in a team and have been gaining
knowledge about the design and layout of the clothes. My hobbies are a reflection of the subjects I
study; I really enjoy making my own fashion books incorporating my inspirations and the current
trends. Post- Degree I hope to work as a stylist or as part of a team in a fashion house.
I really believe I have the necessary attributes to pursue a career in fashion; I am willing to learn
and I am really looking forward to my time in university.
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Statement 5
From an early age I have been highly interested in business. That interest was further developed
through my studies at GCSE and now at A level in business (where I have gained many skills such as
my report writing through the thematic enquiry, strategic writing and people management),
psychology (which will help in all aspects of business particularly marketing and human resources)
ICT (where I have learnt my advanced computing skills and knowledge of modern technology) and Law
(which has helped me understand the complexities of the legal system and I will further my
knowledge throughout the year. I am particularly interested in the strategy and marketing sides of
business. I have also gained an insight into what skills are required for being successful in business.
In addition, my own knowledge I have developed through the study of the subject has given me
inspiration to develop my own visions of ideas which, someday I would like to put into practice.
I have gained valuable retail experience by working at Next a well-known retailer over the summer
which has given me an insight into the retail side of business, I worked independently and a part of a
team. I was able to apply my knowledge of business to understand why a company operates in certain
ways. I currently work for IPSOS UK which is a reputable market research company. The tasks I
undertake are conducting market research for various companies and have responsibility to produce
research which is valid and not contaminated, as any fault can cost the company a substantial amount
of money. This has boosted my interpersonal skills and helped me to develop the patience and
understanding necessary to deal with all types of customers and situations. This job has also allowed
me to apply my computing skills which I have acquired over the last 4 years.
Being at College has helped me to become independent. I have learnt to balance studying with social
activities and a part time job, and going to university will help me to develop my full potential.
I have always been fascinated by music and it has been my number one passion since I was a young
child. I began performing and won various talent shows in my high school which I have certificates
for. One of these competitions was out of 20 acts which I and two friends won from a vote from the
entire student body. As I have matured I have also kept dedicated and focused on my music. Over
the last year I have been given the chance to go to the studio and record music of my own. I believe
my devotion for music has given me ambition to strive to be the best in whatever I do. Going to
university is a goal I must achieve and taking business at a degree level will give me the qualities to
be successful in my later life.
I enjoy keeping fit and am a member of my local gym. I find that physical activity relaxes me and
keeps me disciplined. I was also a part of a basketball team for 3 years. Being part of this sport has
taught me to work well in a team and leading the other members of the team to win a local
championship in St Albans in 2002 was a great achievement.
I like to think of myself as an outgoing person who can get along with anyone. Traveling to many
countries in my life such as India, Mexico. Spain, Turkey. France and America has given me the
chance to experience many different cultures and broaden my outlook on life. When I am not
studying I do enjoy relaxing and having a good time with friends. I believe I will be an asset to my
chosen university and look forward to my undergraduate years.
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Statement 6
I have been passionate about mathematics from a very early age - I'm told that when I was three
years old, after a period of contemplation I announced that 'you can't count to ten in threes'. I've
been hooked on mathematics ever since. Maths is beautiful because it is undeniably correct, because
every idea can be proved or disproved through logic alone, building algebra, trigonometry, topology
and every other mathematical discipline from a few fundamental axioms.
In recent years especially I done everything I can to expose myself to new mathematics. I spent a
week at Queen Mary's on a Sutton Trust summer school for mathematics, where I was overjoyed to
work with others who loved maths as much as I did, and learnt a lot about graph theory, group
working and presentation skills. I have also been to master classes at Cambridge and Queen Mary's,
where I experienced university-level teaching on graph and number theory. All these experiences
have helped fuel my mathematical passion and have made me even more excited about the jump to
studying maths at university level.
In addition, I have read several books on mathematics such as 'Fermat's Last Theorem' and 'The
Man Who Loved Only Numbers: The Story of Paul Erdos and the Search for the Mathematical
Truth'. These books are fascinating, both because of the mathematical ideas and concepts they
contain such as the interconnectedness of different mathematical areas, and the stories of these
famous mathematicians' lives. I have even sought out mathematical videos on YouTube such as those
of Vi Hart, and educational sites such as NRICH, in order to expand my understanding. I am also
self-teaching an AS level in Additional Further Mathematics, which has developed my independent
learning skills a great deal as well as allowing me to learn a lot of new mathematics.
I have also done my best to inspire others. As well as spending two weeks as a teaching assistant in a
reception class, and another day teaching primary school children as part of a Young Enterprise
programme, I spent some doing voluntary tuition of younger students in maths and English. From
doing this I have gained a lot of skill in communication, since when teaching I needed to approach
problems from different viewpoints in order to help others comprehend difficult topics. I am also
informally tutoring a friend of mine in AS level maths.
Outside of lessons I am heavily involved in the music and drama departments of my school. I am part
of the school choir, have performed in school concerts and had roles in school musicals, and have
assisted backstage during concerts, assemblies and other productions. As a music prefect in year 11
I won an award for my outstanding support for the music teachers and the department as a whole. I
have recently been made Head Boy, and now plan to provide the same level of support to the school
as a whole.
In my spare time I enjoy acting, and have acted in several amateur dramatic productions as well as
working backstage on others. I also write fiction, read a lot of books and play board games (which
can offer interesting ways to apply logical techniques), along with designing games of my own. I am
also teaching myself to play the keyboard. I find that this wide spectrum of more creative activities
complement my more logical mathematical interests well, and having performed from an early age has
given me a great deal of confidence.
I have tried to take in as much mathematical knowledge as I can, but I know that I still have so much
more to learn. I can hardly wait to start.
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