
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Awarding Body: Edexcel (Pearson) 
 
Who is the course for? 
This programme is aimed at students who have a real desire to work in the NHS or 
affiliated services and care for others in careers as varied as health care assistants, 
social workers, paramedics, physiotherapists, nurses and clinical psychologists. 
 
What can it lead to? 
Students that successfully complete their programme of study could progress onto a 
related degree or Higher National Diploma. Previous Level 3 students have gone 
directly into employment within health and social care services, however, the 
majority go on to university to study qualifications such as Nursing, Midwifery, Social 
Care and Bio-Medical Sciences. 

What are the entry requirements? 
5 A* to C grades at GCSE including Maths and/or English.  
 
What will I study?  
The Pearson Level 3 Alternative Academic Qualification BTEC National in Health and 
Social Care (Extended Certificate) allows students to engage in a broad investigation 
of various aspects of the health and social care sector. It is equivalent to 1 A level. 
There are two mandatory examined units and one mandatory internally assessed 
unit. There will be a further optional unit to be completed. The internally assessed 
units give students the opportunity to engage in applied knowledge and 
understanding tasks to develop their health and social care knowledge. Units will 
cover the following topics 

• Human Lifespan Development 

• Human Biology and Health 

• Health and Social Care Practice 

• Promoting Health Education  

How will I be taught? 
Through lectures, discussion and practical activities.  

How will I be assessed? 
BTEC Level 3 AAQ in Health & Social 

Care 

 Equivalent to 1 A Level 

Students to complete 3 mandatory 

units + 1 optional unit 

You will be assessed in 2 ways: 

1. Tasks set and marked by 
teachers and moderated by 
Edexcel 

2. Two external exams, set and 
marked by Edexcel 

 
What equipment or materials will I 
need? 
 
It will be necessary to purchase a 
textbook for this course.  
(Approximately £20 per book) 
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